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than Tyre, Antioch and Tripoli. The defence of Tyre was
one of the few bright spots. Saladin had expected to take
the port easily, but Conrad of Montferrat, who had come
from Constantinople shortly before, beat off the Moslems
with heavy loss. " Saladin was so overwhelmed with grief ",
Terricus declares, " that he cut off the ears and tail of his
horse and rode it thus through the army in the sight of
all" after his reverse at Tyre. Terricus was relieved of his
responsibility as deputy Master at the beginning of 1188
when Gerard de Ridefort was set at liberty.
King Guy was released at the same time and went to Tyre,
the one great port which had been saved from the Moslems.
As Conrad of Montferrat had protected Tyre against
Saladin's attack, he felt entitled to hold the city and he
refused to surrender it to Guy. He offered, however, to
support the king in an assault on Acre and Guy was eager
to march against the Moslems in that city. As it proved
impossible to assemble a sufficient army for the venture
among the Franks, the venture was postponed until the West
sent support.
Since the Second Crusade, nearly half a century previously,
Europe had been receiving urgent appeals from the Holy
Land; and in the ten years preceding the fall of Jerusalem,
two embassies had been sent to impress the princes of
Christendom with the necessity for aid if the Holy City
were to be saved. Frequent as such warnings had been,
however, the fall of Jerusalem came as a shock. The Franks
had declared again and again that the Holy City was in
imminent danger, but something had always arisen to save
it, and Europe had come to believe that the reports from
the East were grossly exaggerated. Besides, it was felt that
Jerusalem had God's special protection, and that He would
not permit it to be given into the hands of the infidel.
When the tidings of the capture of Jerusalem reached
Europe, the Franks were accused of having brought this